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AN EXACT 


NARRATIVE 


THE 
Reſolute Ang and happy Succeſs 


OF A 'PART OF HIS 


MAJESTIES 
LE ES 


Under the Condu of Sir Robert Holmes, 


- upon the Iſles of Yly and Skelling, on the 
Dina and ench of Auguſt, 166 6. 


jefties Elect, EK his 
; Highneſs Prince Rypert , 
| and his Grace. the Duke 
f of Albemarle;weighed an- 
x chor from within ſight of 
OO” Zealand. They ſteered 
djirwoark for the Viy, but the winds peing 
contrary , they did notmake the Iſlandail 
the7.of Auguſt, In whichame,ſeveralxich 
fiips' hapned to get 1m, which othcewiſe 
Hakan into their hands, Being come to 
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an Anchor,. the Generals were informed, 
thatthe ſands of Fly and Skelling, were 
very 1ll guarded ( notwithſtanding there 
were Store. houſes, both for the States and 
the Eaſt-{ndia Fleets)) and riches toa good 
value; and what didweigh moſt, aconſi- 
derable: number: of good Merchant-fhups, 
uſually riding there; Upon,which, it was 
reſolyct by the Generals , thatthere ſhould. 
be a ſpeedy attempt made. A Councel of. 
Flag-Officers was call'd; and it was deter- 
mined there, thatit ſhould be'carried ON, in 
manner following, viz. That three hund- 

red men ſhould be drawn out of each Squa- 

 dron, conſifting 'of two parts Larid:men, 
and the chirdaSea; men ; theſe ito be ELu1- 
matided'by nine Captains, their Namits as 
followeth-, Sir Robert Holmes Rere-Ad- 
rairalof the” Red,” to cammand in chief, Sir 

Philip Howard,” to command one hundred 

andtwenty Volunteers, Captain Fobn-Bel- 

'lafis, Captain Hamond, Captain Wiltſhire, 

Captain Haddock;Captain Gay, - Captain 

Silver, Captain Healing , -Captain Butler, 

Captain Fohn Holmes, eachto command a 

'Cempany:; Sir William Fenings was alſo or- 

defed.(C that_in caſe they had. attacqued 
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both Iſlands at one time ) he ſhou!d have comn- 
manded one diviſion af the whole. The {hips ap- 
pointed for this expedition, were as followeth, T he 
eA dvice, Hampſhire, yger, Dragon, and Aſſurance, 
fourth Rates ; the Garland, Tembrook and Sweep- 
Stakes,fifth Rates, five Fireſhips, and ſeven Ketches; 
which being in a readineſs on V Vedneſday che 
8th Anguſh, about eight in the morning, they weigh - 
ed from the reftof the Fleet, and came to an Anchor 
about a League from the Bayes ; where they met 
the Princes Pleaſure-Boat, called the Fanfan, who 
had diſcovered within, a conſiderable Fleet of ſhips 
neat:the F{y,; vvhich proved to be one hundred and 
ſeventy Merchants-ſhips; the leaſt of which, was 
not of leflethen two hundred Tuns burthen, with 
two Men of. V Yar, who hadiately convoyed near 
ohe hundred of che aforeſaid {hips from the North- 
ward; :being homeward bound ; ſome from the 
Strezehts, fone from Gniny, ſome from Rafjia; and. 
fome from the Eaſt- ountries ; the reſt were out- 
ward-bound ſhips; all, of both parts,richly loaden. 
Sir. Robert Holmes condidering, that if He (hould 
proceed, as his deſign was, firſt toattemptthe Land, 
that numerous Fleet might poſstbly pour in ſuch 
mambersof men , as might render the Sixcceſs ha- 
zardous;Reſolved to begin with the Ships ; arid ac- 
cordingly having ordered the Advice and Hamp- 
ſhire to lie without the Buzes; he weighed with the 
reft of his Fleet, andthe wind being contrary, with 
nach adoe, he turned irito Skel/mg Road , where 
the Typer came to an Anchor, and immediatly Sir 
Rybert wention board:the Fanfan ; and put out his 
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Flag ; upon which the Officers came aboard him ; 
where it was ordered, that the Pembrook which 
drew the leaſt water, with the five Fireſhips,ſhould 
fall in amongſt the Enemies Fleet with what fpecd 
they could ; Caprain Brown with his Fireſhip laid 
the biggeſt Man of V Var very bravely aboard,and 
burned him down-right ; Another Fire- ſhip, run- 
ning up at the ſame time, to the other Man of 
V Var, he backing his ſails, eſcaped that preſent 
execution of the Fire-ſldp : but ſo, astorun him- 


ſelt by it on ground; where he was prefently 
taken by ſome of the Long-boates, and fired , 
The other three Fireſhips clapped the three 
ercat Merchant-men, which carried Flags in their 
Main 'Tops ; and burned them; T his pur: all 
their Fleet in A creat confuſion; which Sir Ro- 
bert Holmes . perceiving , 'made a fign forallthe 
Officers tocome aboard again ; and preſently gave 
order, that Sir William Fenings with all the Boates 
that could be ſpared,ſhauld take the advantage,and 
jallin, and-burn and deſtroy allthey could ; Bur 
with a Arictcommand , they ſhould not plunder. 
The execution was ſo well followed, each Cap- 
tain undertaking his Share, ſome 12. ſome 45. a 
peece, -that of their whole Fleet there eſcaped not 
above$ org (hips; one of which a Guiny Manof 
24 Guns and three ſmall Privateers, who being 
dravvn up intoan Narrovy Corner of the Stream, 
ſerved to protect 4 or 5 Merchant men, that vvere 
a head of them, vvhere1t vvasnorpollible for gur 
Boats to come at them, though even theſe feyy 
vvere much damag'd:; . This vvork took up moſt 
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part of that day, being the 9th.of Aug. 6 that vv 
had not day enough, to fall upon the [{land of le 
Viy. Sir Robert Holmes being alſo informed by 
ſome priſoners, that the place yvas not ſo conſide- 
rable, as it vyas repreſented; and night coming on; 
and percerving tvvo of the Frigots, viz. the 'Dra- 
gon and Garland on ground, It yvas thought molt 
convenient; (or all hands Gr to goto vvo! & ro get 
them oft, vvhich being done, he continued jn his 1n- 
tention of attempting the / by NEXt MIOTNINg,as ſoon 
as the high vvater could permit the motion of his 
Veſlels; But his deſign vvas novy likewiſe prevent- 
ed; for ſo great agult and rain hapned. that night, 
that the Armes and Ammunition in the Boaces; 
Hoyes,andKerches having received much damage, 
hethought it beſtco weigh, and as the wind ttood,; 
to attempt ſomething. upon the Iſland of Skellmg, 
vvihuch the morning proving maderate vveather; 
he accordingly proſecuted, landing by the help | 
of his Long: boates eleven Companies on ſhore: 
vvhere. he diſcovered: only ſome fevy ſcattering 
fellovves ; - but met-vvith little or.no oppoſition ; 
leaving therefore oneCompany co ſecure his Boats, 
himſelt , with ten Companies marched up three 
miles to'the Capiral 1 Town, called Brandates; 4 
very fair Town, or Dorp, of above one chouſand 
houſes , where keeping five. Companies upon | 
the skirts of the Town; to preventany ſurprize of 
the Enemy. ; he- ſent the other five to fire and 
burn the: T own. But finding them ſomewhiac 
ſlow to receive that order, "and fearing they 
mg be tempted tO forget themſclves in the 
B 2 pillage ; 
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pillage ; he himſelf was forced to ſet fire to ſome 
houſes on the wind-ward, the ſooner to perfect 
the work, and haſten his men away , which 
burnt with that violence, vhat in halfan hours. 
ume, the molt part of the Town was 1n a flame. 
The Town was reported by thoſe that were found 
init, to have been very rich; and ſo it appeared 
by ſome of the Souldiers pockets , but very few. 
. people were to be ſeen int, except fome old men 
and women, which were uſed with all gentleneſs 
and humanity. Theremaining Villages of that 
Iſland, which were two orthree , - had certainly 
run the ſame fortune, But, conſidering, it was 
nigh high water, Sir Robert thought 1t not fit co 
loſe the opportunity of gettirig. out to Sea ; which 
he thought moreconſiderable;than teſtay 24.hours 
for the deſiruction of forc few and inconſiderable 
Villages, remembring likewiſe, that the Channels 
next the Buyes, vvere very narrovy, and net bold 
vvithout a franck yvind, By hight of vvater he got 
off all his men, and ſecſail out of the place retaining 
ſtillhis firſt intentions of fallinguponthe /{y ; bur 
as he vas going on board, hereceived Orders from 
the Generals, to return to the Fleet vvich all ſpeed, 
vvhich he did thatevening, being the 1oth, of 4#- 
guft:; bringing off the marks of aſingular conduct; 
and moſt vigorous execution ; beſides, a conſider- 
able booty to the private Souldiers and Sea-men, 
their States Plkeaſure-boat of 12 Guns, vvithout any 
other loſs,then offix men killed, and about as many 
vvounded, | 
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